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A Funny Thing                   

Happened On the Way to 

Being A Papa 

I love being a husband, dad, 

and family man. We have had 

many terrific family adventures 

that I would love to share with 

you.  

We were indeed a magical 

family in many ways. We did a 

full illusion program that 

entertained thousands of 

people over the years. I hope 

you smile as you read these 

stories. I am sure I will 

introduce my family in these 

stories because they were all 

real characters in their own 

right and perhaps a future 

book.  I hope people see in me 

a Christ follower, fun, loving, 

generous, and difference 

maker. Enjoy my story. 

Tan or Dirt? 
Do you remember when photographers used to set up in 

department stores and take pictures? You could get an 8 by 10 for 

just 99 cents. They would advertise the photo shoots in the 

department store advertisements and in the newspaper. We loved 

taking our children for 99 cents pictures.  

Dottie would clean the girls up. She would pick out the most 

gorgeous little dress, put pretty stuff in their hair and make sure 

they posed beautifully for the photographer. We did this quite 

often. 

Dottie was gone with our eldest daughter, Leona. I was home 

enjoying the day with our youngest daughter Lynnette. She was 

outside playing in the dirt most of the day. Little Lynnette and I came 

in the house for a snack and I noticed an ad for 99 cent pictures at a 

department store close to us. I put Lynnette in the car and we were 

off for pictures. She had a dirty yellow sun-suit on but I thought she 

looked cute. 

We arrived at the store, and the line was not long. Within minutes, 

it was time for Lynnette to get her picture taken. I thought she 

looked cute enough for a picture, but when I told Dottie what I had 

done, she chewed me out. She was not happy. She thought that I 

should have cleaned her up, changed her clothes and made her look 

like a little beauty. My wife was very upset at me. 

However, when we picked up our 99 cent picture a few days later, 

the picture quickly became my favorite little girl picture of our 

youngest daughter, Lynnette. Oh yea, Dottie liked it too. What do 

you think?  
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